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The Partnership for Accelerated Clinical Trials



IMPACT Centres Application Form Guidance:
Bid for Clinical Centre Grant and IMPACT Network Membership
2027 - 2030
 
 
 
 
Applications from interested transplant centres are invited to apply for funding to support an IMPACT research nurse or other trial-related staff to improve or increase transplant and cell therapy research
 
 
 
CLOSING DATE:
Please ensure applications (including supporting data excel file) are submitted by email to info@act4patients.com by 17:00 on Friday 30th October 2026.

 
 
 


Background 
The IMPACT Stem Cell Transplant Clinical Trials Partnership was established in 2016 to create capacity and expertise in the development and delivery of transplant and cell therapy clinical trials. 

IMPACT aims to: 
· Provide a resource for the UK transplant and cell therapy community to facilitate excellent and timely research across a network of specialist sites, in collaboration with the Accelerating Clinical Trials Ltd. (ACT) research hub.
· Increase the number of transplant and cell therapy trials delivered in the UK.
· Overcome resource barriers to reduce trial set up times. 
· Improve feasibility and accelerate trial recruitment. 
· Create a supported network of haematologists, transplant experts and allied health professionals to share specialist expertise and best practice related to delivery of transplant and cell therapy research. 
· Ensure high-quality data collection appropriate for practice-changing trials.

Funding available
Applicants are able to apply for up to £50,000 per year, for 3 years.

Other benefits
Successful applicants will also receive:
· Priority access to network adopted commercial clinical trials
· Access to national networks of research experts 
· Regular network meetings for clinical staff and allied health professionals
· Funding to attend annual network meetings for up to 3 people per site
· Education and training opportunities including the DIDACT Academy for future clinical leaders

Eligibility
All UK transplant centres are eligible to apply for funding.   

Assessment
IMPACT centres will be selected via a single-stage, open, competitive application process with review by a panel chaired by an Independent Expert and including representation from independent UK and non-UK transplant specialists and patients.    
 
Detail of the panel members is available upon request. 
 
 


The panel will assess applications against the following criteria: 
· Track record of recruitment to transplant and cell therapy trials (either as part of the IMPACT network or through other trials).  
· Evidence of ability to prioritise and quickly set-up clinical trials
· Evidence of robust participant identification and inclusive recruitment practices
· Ability to articulate benefits of IMPACT funding based on local requirements 
· Broader engagement with the UK and internation transplant research community.  

Consideration will also be given to a centre’s capacity for performing early phase trials (first-in-human and phase I) although this is not prerequisite for funding.

Application timelines
	Launch of funding round
	Tuesday 8th September 2026

	Deadline for applications
	17.00, Friday 30th October 2026

	Funding panel review
	20th November 2026

	Communication of outcome to applicants
	By end December 2026



Application approval
Applications must be signed by the IMPACT Centre Lead Clinician and the organisation’s Research and Innovation Department to be considered valid.

Use of funding
Funding must be used to support salaries of research staff dedicated to delivery of transplant and cell therapy research. This can be a research nurse or other roles required locally to support delivery of clinical research. It is acceptable for the funding to be used for a single role or part funding of multiple roles. Applicants are expected to articulate the importance of how the requested roles will improve or increase transplant and cell therapy research at their site based on local needs.

Payment of funds
Funding will start from 1st April 2027 subject to a fully executed contract.

Payment will be made quarterly in arrears upon receipt of a valid invoice.
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